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ADVERTISEMENT. 


7 Father, anxious to avail himſelf of every help 
for properly educating his own family, heard 
Lord Kames's Looſe Hints on Education com- 


mended. He read it with care. Many of the 


rules of that book he approves ; the illuſtrations of 
the rules are entertaining and well choſen : but he 
could not approve the book. He ſaw great reaſon 


for commendation; but much greater, he appre- 


hends, for cenſure ; and was much aſtoniſhed to 


hear well-diſpoſed parents applaud the publication. 


li 


He thought a caveat and an antidote neceſſary ; 
and has attempted both in the following verſes, 
which have at leaſt the praiſe of being well in- 
tended. 


TO THE 
GU 
MADAM, 


Tur Writer of STRICT THOUGHTS ON 
EpucArio naturally looks up to your 
 _MajesTY. The book which occaſioned 
his verſes, however well intended and 
uſeful in many things, is believed to be 
favourable to dangerous principles and 
concluſions, Looſe Hints on Education is 
_ addreſſed to the QUzzn. I am happy in 
being able to aſſure your MajesTy, that 
it is the general opinion, that you will 
give no countenance to any thing that has 
but a tendency to diminiſh our attach- 
ment to Virtue and Religion. This per- 
ſuaſion encourages and determines me to 
bring my humble attempt to promote a 
Chriſtian Education to the QUzEn. Long 
may you poſleſs and merit this moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed character, the patroneſs and 
example of genuine religion! I am, 


Your MajtsTyY's : 
devoted Servant, 


Epix. 8 | 


1782. 
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STRICT THOUGHTS 


ON 


EDUCA TI ON. 


F old, the cry of a degenerate age 0 
But rais'd our laughter or indignant rage; 
*T was for the vulgar, or the pulpiteer, 
The weak complaint of ignorance or fear: 
Degenerate times ſo might fanatics cry 8 
Sad times the whining hypocrite reply. 
But, lo! a Home proclaims it to the Queen, 
« Degenerate * are the days that we have ſeen ;” 
And far ® advanc'd in life he feels diſtreſs, - 
Till his great antidote come from the preſs: 10 
« Let my Looſe Hints before the world be ſet, 
« And I ſhall end my life without regret ! 
And is there ſuch a wretch as would deſtroy 

So holy and ſo dignified a joy ? 
With heart corrupted, and with hands profane, 15 
Who dares his pure tranquillity to ſtain ? 
Let more contempt be his than I can pour; 
Let him repent before his dying hour 
Firſt is that guilt that thwarts the great deſign ; 
To forward it—the taſk be ever mine 20 

I do not dread their ſneer, in whom my page 
Excites or laughter or indignant rage : 
Like 


* Dedication, p. vl. b Introduction, p. 9. l. 17. &c; 


* 


Like Home, with every fecling virtue proves, 
For youth * neglected, ſor unballow'd loves, X 


For mercenary wives, for waſted time, 28 
The ſource of every folly, eyery crime; 
Like Home, “O mighty * Babylon!“ I cry, 
Terror of kings! fink of iniquity!” 
With Home, pathetically I complain, - 
What youths riſe inſignificant and vain, 30 
Idle, unfeeling! And what females loſt 
To what ennobles and endears the moſt; 
Their ſenſibility gf heart deſtroy'd, 
Their manners childiſh, and their heads a wid | 
. Wov'd God this tide of ruin cou'd be ſtemm'd, 33 
And theſe complaints cou'd juſtly be condemn'd! . 
With wiſdom, Home agrees-* to ridicule 
Rouſſeau's vagaries and contempt of rule. 
So far is well: ye parents! follow Home, 
. And let the babe be cheerful from the womb. 40 
Guard againſt frightful tales; inure to learn 
| The hurtful, and the uſeful to diſcern : 
Diſcourage peeviſhneſs, the ſtubborn bend, 
| And imjtation's pow'r to precept lend. 
| 'Fhe fierce 4 and haughty check; and let them know, 45 
To ſervants, birds, and puppies, what they owe: 
Let them be firm, and patient, and ſerene; 
Affront © the dirty, and applaud the clean. 
Such rules who hath not to a father giv'n? 
The rules of nature, and the rules of heav'n, © 50 
Parents, we now advance to ſtage the ſecond, - 


(Four or five years, it ſeems, a ſtage are reckon d): 
And 


» 


4 1, Ke. d 13. I. 3. © 3n 4 gg, ss: © 566 


199 
And here, too, I agree, “ Be buſy, kind, 
My babes! with knowledge gratify the mind; 
Hear this ſad tale, and weep; that picture view; 55 
Can Joſeph's * brethren be approv'd by you ?” 
Check froward paſſions ; make them proud to wear 
Your confidence, and ever be ſincere. 
From theft and envy wean the little rogues ; 
«For what have theytodo® with other people's dogs?” 60 
Now © reaſon dawns, and ſtage the third ſucceeds ; 
Let them be candid in their words and deeds : 
While with the ſons of wretchedneſs they feel, 
Teach them no ſtation can ſecure from ill; 
Grandeur and happineſs are not the ſame; 65 | 
Believe yourſelves, and let it be your theme; | | 
Improve your pupil's taſte as you go on, 
« He will 4 diſtinguiſh Steele from Addiſon.” * 
Indulge him in reflection; let him try . 
His wings, before he venture through the ſky. 70 
Reſtrain his vanity and ſelf-conceit, 
And never ſuffer to be obſtinate : | 
Unanxious of the future, let him learn | \ 
Wiſdom requires the preſent to diſcern. 1 
Let greed be ſeen a ſneaking dirty vice; 75 | | 
And, that forbidden loves may not entice, | 
The wretched ſtate of profligates diſplay; 
To ruin diſſipation paves the way. 
Bridle his anger ; for, in every age, 3 
How dreadful the effects of boundleſs rage! 80 ; 
My little charge, a parent oft muſt ſay, : 
Think not that ev'ry thing muſt go your way: 


„ 
B Lou 
| N 


a 77, d 83.1, 25. © 85. 4 g1. J. 18, * 2 
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You ſometimes do amiſs; learn then to bear 
Another's faults, and be not too ſevere. 
Have you done wrong? acknowledge it, my child; 85 
The frank confeſſion makes your parents mild. 

You mult do this, my dear: Yes, it is done; 

« For * will you be behind the gard'ner's ſon ?” 

"Tis worth that makes the man: ſave, that you may 
Enjoy it more by giving it away. 90 
Such precepts oft repeat; and try your art 
To ſtore the mem'ry, and improve the heart, 

By proper ſtories: but your niceſt care 

Is ſuitable rewards and blame to ſhare. * 

My author ends this ſtage, and I will end it; 95 
A book of common- place is recommended. 

In order and in number here you read 

The fair commencement ® of our author's creed. 

Theſe lines are not ſo numerous as his pages; 

Yet nothing is omitted of his ſtages: 100 
The ſubſtance of much matter might be ſqueez'd 
Into a phial, if the chemiſts pleas'd ; 

Inftead of bones and fleſh, without much toiling, 
Soup pottable comes forth—by ſimple boiling. 

Here are the rules, without a cenſure too ; Iog 
Their praiſe is, They are good, not “ They are new.“ 

His zeal is warm and honeſt; O to ſtem 
Corruption's tide, and folly to condemn |! 

But cou'd I take much merit in declaring 
Docttines, moſt juſt indeed, but eke molt glaring ? 106 
May not I go to death without a groan, 

Till after publiſhing what all have known ? 


Then 


a 118. |. 15. b 42, 1. 12. A fair commencement of a ſubject 
* new is all I pretend to. 


=} 


Then can I ſagely ſay, in humble phraſe, 
A fair commencement is my only praiſe ? 
Say this, newauthors | when you prove that light 115 
Has charms and joys beyond the ſhades of night : 
And when the mighty buſineſs is atchiev'd, 
« Depart in peace, of a vaſt weight reliev'd.” 
Yet do not blame new works, or his or mine ; 
« Precept ſucceeds to precept, line to *line ;” 120 
And many ages after we are gone, 
Men will reprint the works of Solomon. 


AR II. 


Ir God hath ſpoken, ſhall not man revete, 
And lend a grateful and obedient ear ? 
All God declares is truth; all he forbids 
Is inſtant ruin, or to ruin leads : 
All he requires is fit, and ſhall impart 5 
Joy and perfection to the human heart. | 
Wiſdom divine appears, from human ceaſe ; 
« Her ways d are pleaſantneſs, her paths are peace.” 
Whence but from ſcripture does my Chiron Home 
Talk of the pleaſures of the liſe to come? 19 
Whence, when a lovely portraiture is given, 
Adds he, © the dear original 4 in heav'n ?” 
Of thoughts ill ſorted , why does he complain, 
Which irreligion and its ills explain ? 


If *tis not true, we juſtly may neglect 15 
Scripture, and ſceptical eſſays reſpect: 
B 2 If 


II. xxviii. 10. d Prov. iii. 119. © Dedication, vil. ef paſim. 


d 79. I. 18. © 30.1.5. 
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If 'tis not true, let coupled“ thoughts avert, 

From the falſe book, the unpolluted heart : 

Nor let his book of knowledge be debas'd 

With high elogiums on the goſpel rais'd. 20 

What but that goſpel diſſipates the night 

That hides futurity from human ſight ? 

When Jeſus roſe triumphant from the tomb, 

Death loſt his terror, and the grave its gloom. 

This goſpel teaches me, it teaches Home, 25 

To prize © the pleaſures of the life to come.” 

Know, men! the ſyſtem he would bring in vogue, 

Home is himſelf a Chriſtian pedagogue. 

Of ſacraments d, and church, and pray'rs, he teaches; 

A clergyman, fave that he never preaches. 30 
What ! is it poſſible? Can I believe 

Mine eyes? This guide to youth can I receive? 

This book's from heaven. Well! what does it ſay? 

« Jeſus © to heaven is the only way.” 

But, lo! this ſcripture-teacher cries aloud, 35 

« To 4 heay'n the goſpel's not the only road :” 

And to increaſe our wonder, he deſires 

Religion © be juſt what the time requires; 

Or if your country's faith is not your own, 

Let not your “ doubts or ſcruples” ere be known. 40 

« Breed all your f children Chriſtians in this iſle.” 

But what upon the Ganges or the Nile? 

Oh, had this maxim ſooner been in vogue! 

Had men been bleſt with ſuch a pedagogue! 


| With rev'rence let me ſpeak, no Chriſt had died; 45 


With Pagan tales the Goſpel had not vied 
| No 


3 i, e. Aſſociation of ideas. d 26x. &c. © John xiv. 6. 
d 176, 18, et paſſim. © 177, 21, f ib, 
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No Proteſtant *gainſt idols had appear d; 
And when the Papacy its head had rear'd, 
No Proteſtant gainſt Rome had ſaid, Be free, 
Reſtore us genuine Chriſtianity. 50 
No doubts unlucky ever had been heard, 
And prudence had the door of knowledge barr'd. 
Convenient faith ! and, mighty wiſe to tell it, 

I know the purchaſe, and can buy and ſell it. 
Confeſs bis name and die, is not the creed 55 
I hold, or in the which my babes I breed: 
My faith is not the time's ; I hold my tongue, 
But think with others I adviſe the young; 
And to aſſiſt them not to think with me, 
« Fine d prints of ſcripture ſtories let them ſee.” 60 

"The Chriſtians of the times then muſt we make them? 
Give them a teſtament, and then forſake them? 

But tell me, if a child of mine ſhould ſay, 

To heav'n and happineſs is this the way ? 
Muſt I believe and act as here is ſhewn ? 65 
Is this the ſyſtem I muſt call my own ? 
What! is my maſter ſilent ? has he given 
The doctrines of a meſſenger of heay'n 3 
And heſitates to ſay, I muſt believe 
All he hath ſaid, and all his will receive ? 70 
How would he ſtare to hear it from your tongue, 

« 'There © is but little harm in thinking wrong ?” 
Whence, might he ſay, the pow'r that you aſſume, 
Pronouncing faith 4 that's wrong incurs no doom ? 
You tell me, Truths to 'ſtabliſh Chriſt has died; 75 
By his diſciples may they be denied ? 

If 


« Mark viii. 35 b 178. Ly ©ib & 202. I. 13. 4 


CER 


If we may not believe what he hath given, 

Why did this Saviour ever come from heav'n ? 

This child diſtrefſes you; I pray take heed, 

Let not a thinking child your ſyſtem read. 80 
Virtue is all, not faith, is pleaſant talk; 

But let us ſearch the ground on which we walk. 

Some faith is ſurely needful to be good; 

Can virtue, faith remov'd, be underſtood ? 

Believing that no favours come from God, 8 

Can I be grateful for his gifts beſtow'd ? 

I fear, becauſe of faith, that God is juſt 3 

Faith in his faithfulneſs inſpires my truſt. 

His Majeſty, believ'd, produces awe ; 

His right to govern makes me keep his law: 99 

His excellence and mercy kindle love; 

I quitthe earth, and riſe to things above.— 

Withdraw, then, the foundation, down muſt come 

The fabric to the ground, in ſpite of Home. 

Weſley and Home united! each aſſert, 9 

Opinion * is religion's ſlend'reſt part, 

It any part at all, obſerves the prieſt; 

But if it is a part, it is the leaſt. 

Can theſe philoſophers and teachers blame 

Slighted opinion ? (tis their favourite theme.) 106 

Tis my opinion, then, that theirs is wrong, 

And may be fatal to the old and young: 

Believe juſt as you will, but {till do right, 

Is, Walk ſtraight on, with or without your ſight. 

There muſt be faith : and what muſt be its rule, 10g 

No ſolemn judge conſult, or learned ſchool ; 


Behold 


= Weſley's account of Methodiſm. 


L 15 J 


Behold the book of God - revere that word 
Virtue's ſecure, while you believe the Lord: 
Virtue's ſecure; from ev'ry miſchief free, 


lieve that God hath ſaid, Love b human kind; 

ut on © a humble, a forgiving mind ; 
Bear with the bad; pray for the keeneſt 4 foe; 
Be pitiful, be courteous ©, and beſtow f 
To all who need: believe this if you can; 111 
And then become a fierce and bloody man. 
Can you believe that holocauſts 8 are ſlain, 
That feſtivals are ſolemniz'd, in vain? 
That pray'r is ſinful, and the holieſt rite 
Is provocation, from the hypocrite, 120 
And the unhallow'd mind; and then become 
The ſuperſtitious man, abhorr'd by Home ? 
God ® is a Spirit; to the pure i in heart 
Alone celeſtial bliſs he will impart. 
Tis want of faith produces ev'ry ill; 125 
Not orthodox belief, or holy zeal. 
Had Home's young friend believ'd, that “ Do not lic“ 
Is clearly taught by Chriſtianity; 
Had he believ'd the goſpel is divine, 
Would votes, or influence, or Spaniſh wine, 130 
To perjury and lies have reconcil'd 
From maxims ſuch as his, O ſave the child !— 
Janus ! of double countenance, you look 
Full of devotion * in your pious book; 


2 ſuperſtition *, or of bigotry. 110 


Now 


4 Horror of Bigotry, paſſim. d Matth, xxii. 30. © Col.iii. 12. 
d Matth. v. 44. © x Pet. iii. 8. f Luke x. 37. 8 Mic, 
vi. 6. If. i. 10. et paſſim. Þ Johniv. 24 i Matth. v. 8. 
B $99. & & 


C 36.3 


Now maxims , laxer than the pliant race 135 
Of Loyala &er taught, the book diſgrace : 

Maxims, by which the moſt enormous crimes 

That e'er aſtoniſh'd theſe or former times, 

Harmleſs become, or virtuous, at your pleaſure. 

A common-place like this a mighty treaſure |! 140 
Without this book in print, I think a Home 

Might go with much compoſure to the tomb; 

For with increas'd compoſure I ſhall die, 

If I can counteract its tendency. 


Wirn due regard peruſe we now the page 
That to religion trains the riſing age: 
Much more inclin'd to honour than to blame, 
I praiſe the ſtyle, the ſpirit, and the aim. 
This praiſe is due; but dare praiſe the plan, 5 
In ev'ry part, of this ingenious man ? 
When may the goſpel-principles be told ? 
« Not d till a ſenſe of Deity unfold : 
« 'Till reaſon's cultivated, do not try 
« The youth to judge of Chriſtianity.” 10 
Not leſs than an authority divine 


Shall juſtify this creed, or make it mine. 


Uncontroverted, ſure, this rule hath ſtood, 
What is not practicable is not good. 
Shall your young pupil never hear the Lord 15 
Through Jeſus Chriſt, for ev'ry good ador'd? 


As 


® 360, from a common-place book. b 198, art, 4. Appendix to 
Sect. 7. : 


17 ] 


As ſoon as they can hear there is a God, 
They hear of Chriſt, his greateſt gift, beſtow'd; 
They ſee the dedication of the young ; 
They hear Chriſt's praiſes and his glories ſung. 20 
What paſtor ever preach'd, or ever pray'd, 
Without the glories of his Lord diſplay'd ? 
And ev'ry ſeventh day proclaims aloud, 
Jeſus roſe from the dead, and reigns with God. 
Some judgment muſt be form'd of what they ſee, 25 
And what they hear, in ſpite of you and me. 
And if the child is mine, can I refuſe 
To hear God's ſolemn precept to the Jews, 
In after ages, when your children ſay, 
« What means the ſervice of this holy day ? 30 
« Tell them of Iſrael's bondage, and my hand 
« Diſplay'd for Iſrael's race in Egypt land.” 
« What means the ſacred day? what means the name 
« Of Chriſt? Say who he is, and whence he came ? 
« Baptizing, and the euchariſt, explain; 35 
* Where Jeſus now? and will he come again ?” 
Of human kind P] ſpeak; and ſhow the grace 
Of Jeſus, to reſtore the fallen race. 
A ſenſe of God d muſt firſt be form'd, you ſay: 
To form that ſenſe which is the ſafeſt way, 40 
The eaſieſt too? You © take the child abroad, 
And ſhew the forming and preſerving God. 
Thus has not David done? thus has not Paul? 
« He that creates upholds and governs all.” 
They ſpeak by inſpiration z what do you? 
By reaſon only, ſcripture out of view ? 


C 


* 


* Exod. xii. 25. d 198. 8. C 219. 5. 
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On juſtice * and benevolence you ſhew 

A diſſertation written by Muralt : 

Does not the goſpel more attention claim ? 

Muralt you would not teach if not the ſcriptureſcheme. 36 
What ſenſe of God is juſt, I wiſh to know, 

That which to nature or to Chriſt I owe ? 

Do they agree in one? avails it aught 

If nature or the ſcripture firſt is taught ? 

A revelation ſurely mult correct 50 

Redundances of reaſon or defect : 

Why ſhould I keep my children in the dark, 

And teach th' apoſtles only after Clarke? 
Strange is the pow'r of faſhion ! Oft ' tis ſaid, 

& In plaineſt truths be the foundation laid; Go 

« And many years muſt paſs till children hear 

« Of myſteries; and ſo the ſtructure rear.“ 

But, firſt, impracticable you will find 

Your ſcheme; why therefore ſhou'd it vex your mind? 

Secrete the ſcriptures ; churches, ſermons, fly; 65 

Baniſh devotion, ſhun all company, 

Before you can conceal that Adam fell, 

Or Jeſus triumph'd over death and hell. 

Betimes they hear of the incarnate Word, 

Who was with God d, and was the ſov'reign Lord. 70 
Again, I aſk the teachers of the age, | 

Reaſon or inſpiration, which moſt ſage ? 

Or are they oppoſite? I hold them one. 

Surely molt rational is heav'n's own plan! 

Now, what does revelation ? Does it ſay, 75 

From this diſcourſe or doctrine turn away? 


Rabbis 


© 298. 9. b John i. 1. 
Ver. 53. By Clatke, meaning not metaphyſical reaſoning, but natu- 
tal reli lov, | 


19 ] 


Rabbis withhold ſome ſcriptures from the young, 
And Papiſts keep them in a foreign tongue 
But Moſes and the greater Prophet ſay, 
* Search ye the ſcripture * for ſalvation's way.” 80 
Shall I be wiſer, and expect ſucceſs ? 
Can I prefer my will, and not tranſgreſs ? 

But let me know, if, after all your pain 
Juſt thoughts of God to make them entertain, 
There are not deeps that reaſon cannot ſound, 8 
There are not truths that all our pow'rs confound ? 
Truths taught by reaſon too. Why then afraid 
To let them hear what God himſelf hath ſaid? 
Have deep philoſophers a juſter ſcheme, 
Or of the attributes of the Supreme, 99 
Or of the doctrines of the ſacred creed, 
Than they who nothing but the ſcripture read ? 
Parents! remember myſteries, ſo ſtyl'd, 
And which ſome think you ſhou'd not teach your child, 
They are the very baſis of our bliſs: 95 
If from them you derive your happineſs, 
Can tender love permit a child to ſtray, 
Or ignorant remain of wiſdom's way ? 
Before the voice of duty and of love, 
Ten thouſand reas'nings ineffeCtual prove. 100 
Children have come to Chriſt d, by whom alone 
The young and aged can approach the throne : 
« Forbid them not ©,” my Saviour] was thy word; 
I bring my little children to my Lord. 

Strange is the pow'r of faſhion} and I dread 103 


This faſhionable, is my author's, creed: 
C 2 And 


a John v. 39. b John xiv. 6, © Matth. zix. 14. 
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And more I mnſt regret; it ſeems to come 
From him who writes in company with Home. 
Well he expoſes fanciful * Rouſſeau ; 
Nor ſuffers his Eleve a man to grow 110 
Without religion; yet, alas! how ſhy 
Early to teach him Chriſtianity ? 
How meagre, too, the ſyſtem that we read ? 
A Doctor Taylor's or Socinus' creed! 
The goſpel's brighteſt glories, why conceal'd? 115 
If not eſſential, why are they reveal'd? | 
What! is my friend afraid to give offence, 
Talking of but © a ſhow of evidence?“ 
And feebly adding, “ if this ſyſtem's true, 
&« To this our fathers faith reſpect is due :” 120 
Of deep concern “ indeed, from God is given 
« A new and only b living way to heav'n.” 
So may he ſay; of proof there is a ſhow 
For all that men moſt certainly can know. 
Is there a ſhow of proof that Virgil wrote, 125 
That Tully pleaded, or that Cæſar fought ? 
Nay, millions ſay, Prove that the light is good; 
That there is ſuſtenance in ſleep and food ; 
That allourbliſs, not chance, but God hath giv'n: 
Even thus we know the goſpel is from heav'n. 130 
If evidence for theſe a ſhow you name, 
Sach ſhow of proof there is a Saviour came. 
—But ſhall a word equivocal excite 
A reprehenſfion? Sure one ſenſe is right: 
A thow of men and cattle, oft we ſay, 135 
The markets here, and there the camps, diſplay ; 
Meaning 
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Meaning their number and their excellence : 

So has our faith “a ſhow of evidence: 

Proofs to profuſion overwhelm the mind; 

Proofs many, various, of the brighteſt kind. 140 


. IV. 


He meaneth well, poor man! we ſay and ſmile, 
When we perceive the buſtle and the toil 
Of the enthuſiaſt of each uſeful art, 
And cannot but commend a warmth of heart. 
And ſhall a man of letters and of years, 5 
Whoſe honeſt zeal on virtue's ſide appears; 
Whoſe merit hiſtory and law proclaim, 
The critic, the philoſopher, his name, 
f Not meet with all ourpraiſe? Yes, praiſe his zeal ; 
| But happieſt ſchemes in execution fail : 10 
Omnes non omnia ev ry day we ſhow ; 
Even Homer nods, ſaid Horace long ago. 
A blaze of name prevents ſome to deſcry 
An author's lips, or inconſiſtency. 
My readers judge me, ev'ry author ſays ; Is 
True merit ſpurns at undiſcerning praiſe. 
"Tis fair a book be anſwer'd by itſelf, 
Without another volume from the ſhelf. 
Yes—may not I exclaim, My Janus ſays, 
One faith * muſt be infus'd in early days: 20 
Yet, by and by, a difference makes no odds 
In your ſuperior d mind, or ev'n in God's; 


Nay, 


4 197, I. 141. Þ» ½, |, rt, 302, I. 10. 


E003 


Nay, dift'rence is the very zeſt of life; 
Pleaſure reſults * from ſentimental ſtrife. 
This difference remorv'd, ſociety 25 
Decays, and lively converſations die : 
Yet ſome opinions > Home would perſecute; 
To him muſt we apply what to diſpute ? 
« Opinions and wry necks are much the ſame” 
Yet ſome wry necks, it ſeems, are much to blame. 30 
« Believe it, and, lo, altercation ceaſes; — 
« _— You cannot © help your notions or your faces. 
« Yet I would teach 4 the patriot in a ſchool 
« Or college, this opinion or this rule, 
&« Unſkilful miniſters can do leſs ill 35 
Than roundly publiſhing their want of ſkill.” 
«Tis not my notion, Sir,” a Wilkes replies; 
« My notions ſquint, perhaps, as well as eyes.” 
You cannot blame him tho”; but the ſad rogue 
Who was unluckily his pedagogue : 40 
For, ſays the oracle ©, our ſyſtem-ſhaper, 
Is education for the mind's white paper ? 
I fear ſome wag might ſay, Home contra Home 
Is rather much from one eſſay to come: 
The firſt of poets nods in many a line; 45 
On ev'ry theme expect not then to ſhine. 
Me grant the praiſe of zeal ; with me rejoice, 
If with ſucceſs I raiſe a feeble voice 
In favour of the young: A parent I, 
A Home in acdour and ſincerity. 80 
Parents! how dear the object, that the child 
De juſt and generous, reſolute, and mild; 
Free, 
a Article 3. 273. b 281. l. 9. c 282, I. 16. 4d 24: 25. 
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Free, modeſt, patient, eager to excel; 

Ambitious leſs of praiſe than doing well. 

In ſhort, each virtue ſhou'd the youth adorn; 55 
And vice be ſhunn'd with an indignant ſcorn; 

'That he be bleſs'd, to uſe the words of Home, 

In this preparing ſtate, and that to come. 

Parents ! I know the pray'r, I know the fears 
You often prove; your mourning and your tears, 60 
When all the hopes the partial hearts had built 
Are overwhelm'd in infamy and guilt ; 

And may I know the joy, my children ſhine 
In ev'ry virtue, moral and divine! 

But how?—My Chriſtian friend! the ſacred word 65 
Says, „ Train them in the good ways of the Lord ;” 
And ev'ry rule that prudence can ſuggeſt, 

To gain that object, and ſecure it beſt, 
Is recommended : now the rigorous law 
Is given, and now affection ſoftens awe. 70 
The end is pointed out, and duty ſtrives, 
So to affect their hearts and form their lives, 
To gain the happy end. Haſt thou not known 
The father of the faithful's high renown ? 
Abram I know, ſaid God; « He will * command 75 
&« His ſeed the ways of heav'n to underſtand.” 
Iſrael's and Jacob's patriarchal care 
You trace with pleaſure, and adopt their pray'r. 
What pains to form for God the riſing age 
Do we diſcover in the ſacred page ? 80 
The rites they ſolemniz'd, the hymns they ſung, 
The hiſtories they wrote, are for the young: 

Behold 
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Behold the infant Samuel! David ſee! 
The pious Daniel !—his illuſtrious three! 
Young Timothy! but, ev'ry name above, 
Jeſus, diſtinguiſh'd by his Father's love! go 
In wiſdom and in age the Saviour grew, 
And ev'ry grace diſclos'd to man's enraptur'd view. 
Parents! the vows of God, ſhall they be vain ? 
You ſware your children in his ways to train: 
Perform that vow ; its influence you will find 93 
A thouſand rules and motives to the mind. 
I will not flatter you, and bid you frame 
The tender charge to infamy or fame; 
'To vice or virtue, miſery and joy, 
Juſt as you will, or ſave them or deſtroy. 100 
Alas ! what holy parents inly mourn, | 
Their fondeſt hopes to grief and ſorrow turn. 
We, too, have ſcen, with rapture and ſurpriſe, 
The long loſt prodigal to glory riſe. 
But is not youth the ſpring in which to plough rog 
1 The fallow ground, and wholeſome ſeed to ſow ? 
| i vs That ſpring neglected, weeds and thorns abound ; 
| | How ſhall we clear and work th' entangl'd ground? 
Herculean toil indeed ! Parents begin 
Betimes their zeal to rouſe *gainſt ev'ry ſin, 110 
While ev'ry virtue claims their bigh regard: 
Succeſsful, O how ample the reward! 
| Tho' unſucceſsful, do you feel like thoſe. 
|} Who act, alas! their childrens deadlieſt foes ; N 
. | And nor by counſel nor example try 115 . 
1 To keep them from the paths of miſery? 
X Begin betimes: but dare I ſay ſucceſs 
| Depends upon your labour and addreſs ? 
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To God commend them, that they may perceive 

The glory of what Chriſtians all believe 129 
The glory publiſh'd in the wond'rous ſcheme 

Of reſtoration, through the Saviour's name. 

To God commend them, that he may impart 

Holy affections to the tender heart; 

And that your ev'ry effort may be bleſs'd 125 
In their perſection, and their bliſs increas'd ; 

And (ſtill to uſe the famous words of Home) 

That they be happy here, and in the life to come.” 
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IT was thought proper to ſubjoin the following PAs- 
SAGES referred to in the Verſes, for the uſe of thoſe 
who may not be furniſhed with a copy of the Loo 
Hints. | | 


— Senſible I am, that in its preſent looſe attire it.is ſcarce 
fit to appear in public ; but may not the uncertainty of life 
in an advanced age plead my excuſe? I ſhould have ended 
life with regret, had any thing been left undone by me that 
could benefit my fellow- creatures. p. 9, J. 16. 


The paſſages in which a full conviction of the truth 
of Chriſtianity is expreſſed are numerous yet it is ad- 
mitted, To be a Chriſtian, 


— requires profound reaſoning, and the knowledge of 
many obſcure facts. 175, 11. 

— I am far from thinking Chriſtianity is the only road to 
heaven. 176, 3. 

— It is extremely convenient that people ſhould be of the 
religion of their country ; therefore whatever unlucky doubts 
or ſeruples may haunt a man with reſpe& to that religion, 
he ought to conceal them from his children. 

In a Chriſtian country, let him employ all honeſt means 
to breed his children ſincere Chriſtians, To that end, 
among other particulars more material, a ſet of prints, re- 
preſenting the hiſtory of the Old and New Teftament, will 
contribute greatly, &c. 177, 15. 

— Let it be inculcated early into both ſexes, that men 
are not accountable for their opinions more than for their 
faces ; and that a wry opinion, even in matters of religion, 
is not the ſubject of puniſhment more than a wry ſhape. 

The mind of a child is white paper, ready to receive any 
impreſſion, —-Give me the naming of the tutor, and the 
pupil 


n 


pupil ſhall partake of the angelic nature, or of the nature 


of a beaſt of prey. 282, 14. 
It appears to me evidently the will of God, that ſin- 


cerity ſhould be the only title to his favour, leaving men to 
their own belief. 177, 10. 

— I would perſecute every opinion contradictory to the 
following propoſitions: That there is a Deity, to whom we 
owe gratitude and worſhip ; and, That there is a right and 
wrong in actions, which ought to regulate the conduct of 
every human being: but I would perſecute the opinions on- 
ly, not the perſons who hold them. 281, 12. 


Nearly the half of the Appendix on Religious Edu- 
cation, by another hand, paſſes without mention- 
ing Chriſtianity. Article 4th of the Appendix be- 
gins thus: 

When the ſenſe of Deity is unfolded, and reaſon culti- 
vated, it is time to judge of Revelation. Chriſtianity claims 
attention on ſeveral accounts: It is the religion of our fa« 
thers : it has a ſhew of evidence: if it be true, it is a truth 
of high concern. 198, l. 7. 


The plauſible and ſeemingly generous vindication 
of perjury, in qualifying to government, at elections 
and at the Cuſtom-houſes, is a very aſtoniſhing part 
of the book. It is true, the vindication is ſaid not to 
be the author's, but the young gentleman's who wrote 
the remarks in his commomplace book; but the te- 
marks are commended, and the gentleman propoſed 
as a model to be followed. This vindication of one 
of the moſt ſhocking crimes, might eaſily be uſed for 
the moſt diabolical wickedneſs mutatis mutandis. 360. 


Ex pede Herculem. 


* BOOKS for the Insrrvction and ENTERTAINMENT 


of YouTH. Sold by CHARLES ELLIOT, Par« 
LIAMENT-SQUARE, Edinburgh. 


I. The Young Mifi”s Magazine. Containing Dialogues be-. 
tween a Governeſs and ſeveral Young Ladies of Quality her 
Scholars : in which each Lady is made to ſpeak according to 
her particular genius, temper, and inclination ; their ſeveral 
faults are pointed out, and the eaſy way to mend them, as 
well as to think, and ſpeak, and act properly; no leſs care 
being taken to form their hearts to goodneſs, than to enlighten 
their underſtanding with uſeful knowledge. A ſhort and clear 
abridgement is alſo given of ſacred and profane hiſtory, and 
ſome leſſons in geography. Tue uſeful is blended throughout 
with the agreeable ; the whole being interſperſed with proper 
re flections and moral tales. Tranſlated from the French of 
Madem. Le Prince de Beaumont. In 4 volumes. Price 3 s. 

ſcaued, and 4 8. neatly bound. A few on fine paper, at 4 6. 
beards, and 5 s. bound. 

II. The Paths of Virtue Delineated; or, The Hiſtory in 
miniature of the celebrated Pamela, Clariſſa Harlowe, and Sir 
Charles Grandifon. 28. 6d. b-u1d. 

III. Instructions for a young Lady in every ſphere and pe- 
riod of life. Containing, 1. A mother's advice to her daugh - 
ters; 2. Two letters to a Lady upon the ſubject of Religion, 
by a Clergyman ; 3. A letter to a young Lady on her mar- 
riage; 4. A letter on Temper; 5. On Oeconomy; 6. On + 
Politeneſs ; 7. An Epiſtle upon the cultivation of Taſte; 8. 
Fables for the Female Sex by Mr Moore. Compiled by a Lady. 
Price 3s. in calf. N 

IV. A Select Collection of Oriental Tales; calculated to 
form the minds of youth to the love of Virtue and true Wil- 
dom. Price 28. Gd. bourd. 

V. Letters on the Improvement of the Mind, addreſſed to 
a young Lady. By Mrs Chapone. Price 38. 6d. gilt, 38. 
plain calf. 

VI. A Father's Legacy to his Daughters. By the late Dr 
Gregory of Edindurgh. 28. 6d. 

VII. A Letter from a Father to his Daughter at a Boarding- 
School. 28. 6d, bound in calf. 

VIII. The Oeconomy of Human Life, in two parts. Tranſla- 
ted from an Indian manuſcript written by an ancient Bramin. 
To which is prefixed an account of the manner in which the 
faid manuſcript was diſcovered; in a letter from an Engliſh - 
gentleman reſiding in China, to the Earl of ***, Price 18. 
beurd, 1s. Gd. gilt reatly, „id ro 

in £27 De 


- & 24 NP 

i * , * 4 s — 

1 A, | ot MY | 
5 


„ 
— 
q * un Þ4 j 
* ” * 1 
— 322 # 
1 ; w 
5 — 


